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News 

OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality 
by a commitment to: 

• holiness in the image of Christ.  

• proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

• minister within the faith community.  

• the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Dear Parishioners and friends of St Agnes’ Parish, 
 

 
All the clergy of the diocese will be in Lismore in the coming week for our annual retreat. Fr Kerry Crowley of the 
Diocese of Cairns will be leading our retreat this year. Kerry is currently parish priest of the Innisfail Parish, which 
includes Babinda and Silkwood.  He is a former Director of Caritas, with interests in refugees, migration and   
social justice.  He has recently completed a sabbatical in Ireland on ecology and cosmology.  He has also studied 
at the Gonzaga University, Spokane WA USA on Pastoral Ministry and Spiritual Direction.  He was for a brief   
period Spiritual Director at Banyo seminary.  In Cairns Diocese he is currently Vicar for Clergy, Vicar for Education 
and Dean. Please pray for us. 
 

Please see changes to the mass times for this week inside  …  
Fr Felix at Wauchope is staying in the region (Wauchope, Camden Haven, Port and Kempsey parishes) for   
emergencies. He can be contacted on 6585 1464. 
 

 
It is just over 12 months since I received my cancer diagnosis and in recent weeks I have had my 3 monthly check 
up with the Cancer Institute here in Port and with my Specialist in Newcastle. My treatment has been very            
successful and there is no sign of the cancer at the present time. Both specialists are now talking of lengthening 
out the need for check-ups to 4 to 6 months instead of every 3 months. I again thank God and I thank all of you 
for your prayers and support over the last 12 months. 
 

Fr Anthony Lemon is now back in Murwillumbah and is adjusting to life after 6 months in hospital for his cancer 
treatment and he is settling into ‘life on the outside’ as his recovery continues. His radiation treatment has     
finished and he now too has regular check-ups. He requires a ‘wheelie-walker’ to assist his moving around and 
has a daily support service. I will be catching up with him next week and will pass on your thoughts and prayers. 
 

 
Please be aware that the pastoral office is undergoing a paint and refurbishment. This will complete the internal 
painting of the presbytery which started last year with the priests’ living area. It has been 20 to 30 years since it 
was last done which was in Fr D’s time and given he was colour blind the new colour scheme is a little easier on 
the eye!!! Work is expected to be finished in a month.  
 

 
For 8 weeks, or so, starting the end of May there will  only be two priests here in the parish. This is because I will 
be taking 3 weeks annual leave at the beginning of June and not long after I return Fr Roland is taking 5 weeks 
annual leave. Fr Roland’s leave is a little longer as he is returning home to the Philippines. Given the lifting of 
COVID restrictions and given that half the priests in our diocese are from overseas, many of them are finally able 
to get home to see family and friends for the first time in a number of years.    

God bless,  
 

      

 

Clergy Retreat 

Health updates 

Presbytery 

Annual leave 

Year C 
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Bishops’ Synod 2023 Report 
Recently the Bishops of Australia invited people of their 
Dioceses to submit a response to their own Bishop for 
them to take to Rome in 2023. This was done under the 
headings of Communion, Participation, and Mission. 
Thank you to those who contributed from this Parish. 
Our Bishop, Gregory Homeming OCD, has released the 
report written for him to be distributed back to          
parishes.  A hardcopy can be picked up from the      
Presbytery Office or  on our website, 
 https://stagnesparish.org.au/our-faith/ 
or It will soon be uploaded to the Diocesan website. For 
those interested, the “Synthesis” for the following     
Dioceses can be found on their websites. This might give 
a good perspective of the discernment across Australia: 
Archdiocese of Adelaide            Diocese of Armidale  
Diocese of Parramatta 

Virtual Learning Community for 
Faith Formation ( VLCFF) 

Are you interested in learning more about Liturgy,     
Sacraments, Prayer, Scripture, Church History, Ministry 
Leadership, Catholic Doctrine, Ecclesiology, Social      
Justice, Spirituality, Morality and/or Youth Ministry at a 
basic, intermediate or advanced level at a very           
reasonable cost and over three or five weeks?  
Cycle 4 Registrations are now open, closing 25 May 
Check out the ‘Our Faith’ page on the St Agnes Parish 
website which has the various links to Courses,        
timetable, how to register and costs. Contact Tony for 
further information tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au 

Alive in the Spirit online Conference 
When:  (Live) 26 – 28 May; Cost:   $49 see below or $99 
Home - Alive In The Spirit 

Program - Alive In The Spirit 

Workshops - Alive In The Spirit 

The parish is registering for this online Conference. If 
you would like to be part of the Parish registration, we 
need your email address. Please forward to Tony by  
Friday 20 May tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au 

 

International Day of Families 
Sunday, 15 May, is the United Nation’s International 
Day of Families. This year’s theme is Families and       
Urbanisation for All. The theme focuses on how         
sustainable urbanization should empower families and 
help them live a better life. There has been a               
disproportionate increase in the last few years in the 
number of homeless families mainly due to the rising 
numbers experiencing domestic and family violence, 
poverty and a lack of affordable and suitable               
accommodation. This International Day of Families    
reminds us that having a home is a basic  human right. 

 

No Weekday Masses 17-19 May 
The annual Diocesan Clergy Retreat will 
be held in Lismore from Tuesday 17 May 
to Thursday 19 May. This Retreat        
provides an opportunity for the priests in 
our Diocese to come together in Lismore. 
As our three priests will be attending, 
there will be no Masses held in the Parish 
on these days.  However, there will be a celebration of 
the Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion in St 
Agnes’ Church on  Tuesday 17 May and Thursday 18 May 
at  12.05 pm.  You are welcome to attend this. 
 

Family Groups  
The St Agnes’ Family Group movement  
celebrates 34 years in our Parish this 
year! Family groups bring people      
together to share their experiences, 
through both good times and difficult 
times, enhancing the spirit in the    
community. It is through care and 

friendship that people are touched by Christian mate-ship. 
The motto is ‘A Family for All’ and groups provide an   
extended family for all who wish to belong - everyone is 
welcome to join. For more information contact the       
Pastoral Office on 6583 1024. 

 

Laudato Si’ Week  
Laudato Si’ Week (16-24 May) is a celebration of Pope 
Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ and a call to action for   
Catholics around the world to care for our common home. 
You can participate through prayer, action and reflection 
with the new resources for parishes, schools, individuals 
and organisations created by the ACBC Office for Justice, 
Ecology and Peace.  www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au 

 

MARY and the Month of May  
Pope Paul VI wrote a beautiful encyclical on the Month of 
May, MENSE MAIO, in which he describes how the faithful 
reserve this month to honour Mary in a special way: 
“For this is the month during which Christians, in their 
churches and their homes, offer the Virgin Mother more 
fervent and loving acts of homage and veneration; and it 
is the month in which a greater abundance of God’s     
merciful gifts comes down to us from our Mother’s 
throne.” 
Pope Paul VI goes on to say that May is an opportune time 
to let our petitions fly to Our Lady—especially for the 
needs of the Church and the whole human race—that 
most urgently require our Blessed Mother’s intercession. 
 

Parish Filipino Mass 
The next Filipino Mass will be held on Sunday 22 May at 
11.30am in St Agnes’ Church. All are welcome to attend 
this special monthly Mass. 
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Volunteers Appreciation Mass 

Friday 27 May 
Offered in gratitude  for those who serve our  

Parish as volunteers. 

Time: 12.05pm (during weekday Mass) 
Where:  St Agnes’ Catholic Church 
The theme of this year's National Volunteers Week             
(16-22 May) is 'Better Together', which is a sentiment our 
Parish community truly appreciates - United as One Body - 
we are definitely better together!  
Everyone is welcome to come along to our Volunteers       
Appreciation Mass on Friday 27 May at 12.05pm in St Agnes' 
Catholic Church. Mass will be followed by refreshments in 
the Parish Hall.  
All are welcome! Our Volunteers are especially invited to 
attend. Following Mass refreshments will be served in the 
parish hall. Bookings would be appreciated (for catering) but 
not essential—please contact Elsie on 0459 859 763 or 
email:  Elsie.Kuiters@stagnesparish.org.au . 

 

Journey Into the Catholic Faith 
When: Tuesday 17 May at 5:30pm 

Where: PAC Boardroom (next to the Parish Hall) 

All are welcome to join us for these  sessions. Coming up this 
week … Sacraments of Healing. We all know some story 
from the Gospels where Jesus heals someone who is ill or 
suffering. As Christians we believe that Jesus is with us in 
every human experience, including when we are ill,          
burdened or suffering in any way.  Jesus stands with us, 
offering us love and peace, strength and healing. The Church 
passes Jesus’ healing on to us in a special way through the 
sacraments, most notably through Reconciliation and the 
Anointing the Sick 
 

2023 Holy Week & Easter Pilgrimage 
Stages on the Way 

When: Monday 3 April 2023 – Tuesday 2 May 2023 
with Paul Skippen and GPBS (Gather, Proclaim, Bless, Send) 
Download Brochure and Information here.  

 

 

Recently Deceased:   Margaret Hamill, Evelyn       
Winnall, Kevin Mulley, Dudley Millard, Florence Hare. 
Anniversaries:  Marea Worner, Vince Rinkin, Colleen 
Stier, Virgilio Sepaya, Rogelio Sepaya, André Hayek,    
Francoise Cassegrain,  
Other Mass Intentions:  Elizabeth Field, Noel Clarke, 
Cyril and Eileen Bennett, Hilton Dodds, Mary 
Walklate, Beryl Thomas, Daphne DeZilva, donor     
intentions and masses of  thanksgiving.   

Good Shepherd Appeal 

Sunday 15 May 

The Good Shepherd Sunday Appeal 
is held to raise funds for the       
education of our Seminarians to 
the Priesthood. We are grateful for 
the wonderful Priests and Religious 
we have in our Diocese and we 
pray God will always bless and   
provide for them. Each of us has a 
role to  play in  encouraging vocations - whether by 
prayer, encouragement or personal suggestion.     
Donation  envelopes are available in the church. 
 

St Mary Star of the Sea,  
Lake Cathie - Change of Mass Time 

From Saturday 4 June the Vigil Mass at Lake Cathie 
will be held at 5.00pm, not 6.00pm. This time will  
remain until the commencement of daylight saving 
later in the year. 
 

CWL Meeting 
The monthly meeting for the Catholic Women’s 
League will be held on Friday, 20 May at 1.30pm.  The 
venue for this meeting will be at the St Agnes’ Parish 
hall.   For further information please contact Irene on   
0426 184 074 or Helen on 6583 5391. New members 
are most welcome  
 

Qi Gong  
Qi Gong will not be held  on  Wednesday 18 May. It 
will resume on 25 May in the Tenison Woods Centre 
starting at 9.00am. Cost is $5.00 per session. All are 
welcome. For more information please contact Judy 
on   0409 306 207. 
 

Baptism 
We pray for Aria and Nixon Neilson as they 
are gifted with the grace of the Holy Spirit 
in the sacrament of Baptism.  We also pray 
for their  family as they renew their      
Baptismal promises and are joined         
together in God’s loving family.  
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Remember in Prayer 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priests 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Father Prodencio Bognay 
 

Pastoral Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

Parish Pastoral Council email: 
pastoral.council@stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

 

PAYS 
0.45% 

 

The Port Macquarie office of the 
DIF is open Monday to Friday  

9.00am- 1.00pm.  
Phone Veronica or Mary for any  

enquiries on 6583 7439. 

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office: If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone  
working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us. We will listen to you respectfully, offer  

support and discuss options you have available to you. To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444  
or email: safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

General Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish  
(Please note: There are occasions when these Mass times may 

change. So ensure you read the inside of the newsletter for changes).  
Monday:  No Mass 
Tuesday:  9.30am or 11.00am  Residential aged care only       
   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church (No Mass on 17 May) 
Wednesday:    9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (No Mass on 18 May)  
   6.00pm St Bernard’s Church (No Mass on 18 May) 
Thursday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church (No Mass on 19 May)         
  4.30pm Christ the King Chapel (No Mass on 19 May) 
Friday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 
Saturday:  6.00pm Vigil Mass St Mary  Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 
Sunday:   7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm St Agnes’ Church  
Reconciliation: Friday:  11.30am - 12 noon;   Saturday:  11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 COVID SAFETY RULES UPDATE 
 Masks are no longer mandatory, but at this stage you are still            

encouraged to wear one when attending Mass. 
 There is no density limit so no designated seating (apart from that    

reserved for those with special mobility needs). 
 Communion still cannot be distributed on the tongue.  
 It would be appreciated if you could place your envelopes and  
 donations in the collection boxes at each of the churches. 
Please continue to be mindful and respectful of each other in these times of 
change and do not attend if you are unwell or have any cold/flu-like        
symptoms. Any questions please contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming OCD, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:  Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;   Fr Paul Daily Reflections 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

Fifth Week of EASTER 
 

Wednesday 18 May 
St John I                             Optional 
 
Friday 20 May 
St Bernardine of Siena   Optional 
 
Saturday 21 May 
St Christopher Magallanes    
 and companions              Optional 
 
 

5.00pm: 
R1:  Ella Ippaviz 
R2:  Olivia Nichols 
C:    Beth Flynn 
EMHC:    Peter Briscoe 
 Carol Briscoe 
SAC: Denise Smith 
Welcomer:  Vanessa Denham 
    
Tuesday 12.05pm, 24 May 
R: Volunteer             SAC:  Sandra Hartas 
 

Thursday 12.05pm, 26 May 
R: Sue Willliams       SAC: Leone Flanagan 
 

Friday 12.05pm, 27 May Volunteers Mass 
R: TBC                        SAC: Vanessa Denham 

7.30am:  
R1:  Shane Talty 
R2:  Saidee Talty 
C:    Brian Tierney 
EMHC:    Diane Gander 
 Don Bittu 
SAC: Leone Flanagan 
Welcomer:  Michelle Lawler 
                       Wendy Welsh 
9.00am:  
R1:    Margaret Donnelly 
P2:    Richard O’Brien 
C:      Judy Brady 
EMHC:          Trish Todd 
                       Michelle Baird 
SAC:               Alan Wheatland 
Welcomer:    Trish Todd 
                        Michelle Baird 

Roster Commencing 22 May 2022  
         Sixth Sunday of Easter   
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