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OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a reality 
by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

       Mother’s Day      

As we celebrate Mother’s Day on Sunday, 8 May, we are encouraged to think more seriously about the            
importance of women in our families. 
 

Mother’s Day began with a simple domestic gesture that caught on. People were encouraged to give a present 
to their mothers to acknowledge their love and their service to their family. 
 

As is the case with similar celebrations it could easily be corrupted by commercial interests that focused on    
selling gifts and often offered a saccharine view of motherhood. It was a day when people could feel                
sentimental about their mothers without asking themselves whether what they expected of them was             
reasonable and how they themselves might share some of their mother’s burdens. The Mother’s Day present 
could become a cheap discharge of a heavy debt. 
 

The last years of Covid pushes us to think more seriously about our relationships, including the part of mothers 
in families. The media have been full of images of mothers left to cope with difficult situations both for        
themselves and for their families. We have seen the long lines of women and children seeking safety outside of 
Ukraine. These mothers must feed and raise their children while dealing with their own anxieties and grief for 
their land, for the men whom they have left behind and for their future. We have also seen the images of    
mothers surveying their flooded homes in Queensland and New South Wales, facing the task of again making a 
home for their family. During the time of coronavirus, too, many of the health workers were mothers who had 
to cope with the loss of paid work and the threat of homelessness in addition to the other trials in an already 
precarious life. In all these situations, however, the dominant images have not been of hopelessness but of 
great resilience, of people finding the necessary inner resources in times of anxiety and threat. They look to the 
future and not to the past. The images of heroic mothers, like the images of women in responsible positions in 
employment and in public life, are a gift to our society. For those of us who are not mothers, however, they can 
prove sentimental and self-serving. They can distract us from the unacceptability of the burden we ask mothers 
to carry and offer us an excuse us or not asking what kind of society we want to build and what sacrifices that 
will ask of us. 

Mother’s Day reminds us of the importance for any society of mothering – of 
giving priority and time to raising children and making a home in which all are 
valued and all are listened to compassionately. In modern societies in which 
mothers are also engaged in demanding work the gifts and the time involved in 
these forms of nurturing cannot be left to women who have borne children but 
must be encouraged and developed in men, women and children. Mothering 
also crosses generations. Grandmothers are an integral part of the life of most 
families. They are honoured not simply because of their past role as mothers 
but for the way in which they continue to nurture people in the present. 
 

If mothering is necessary in society, too, we must look at how we support 

mothers. Many women in the most important work for society such as working 

in nursing homes are kept in precarious and poorly remunerated work. Our   

society can be better than that in its treatment of all women including mothers.  

Andrew Hamilton SJ, Australian Catholic 

Year C 
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A series of Zoom events focused  
on Church renewal 

Second talk Monday 9 May. Building the Church We 
Need: The Challenges 
Professor Massimo Faggioli, prominent international 
commentator on Church history and governance; and 
Dr Cecilia Francisco-Tan, theologian, specialising in   
authority and contemporary pastoral leadership.   
EVENT DETAILS 

WHEN: Monday Evenings – May 9, 16 & 23 
TIME: 7:30-9:00pm (AEST)* 

WHERE: Online via Zoom (link will be provided upon 
booking) 

COST: $22.00 incl. GST (covers all four sessions). 
Excludes TryBooking fee. BOOKINGS: via TryBooking 

 

ACU Centre for Liturgy online Public 
Lecture ‘Ars Celebrandi: it’s  
everyone’s responsibility’ 

Date: Monday 9 May. Time: 10-11:30am. Cost: $10.00 
The Very Rev Peter Williams, AM will explore the Ars 
Celebrandi through the lens of social scientific         
methodology to investigate the point of view of the  
liturgical “user” rather than the liturgical “provider” to 
advance a fresh approach to liturgical catechesis that 
equips everyone to celebrate the liturgy well. 
Fr Peter Williams currently serves as Vicar General and 
Moderator of the Curia and Director of Liturgy for the 
Diocese of Parramatta and has held appointments in 
many parishes in the Diocese including Dean of St      
Patrick’s Cathedral Parish in Parramatta (2004–2006).  
Fr Peter was Executive Secretary of the National         
Liturgical Commission (2000–2011), Chair of the         
National Liturgical Music Board (2005-2016) and is a 
member of the National Liturgical Art and Architecture 
Council (2010 –). 
Registration to attend can be done by following this link. 

 

Alive in the Spirit online Conference 
When: (Live) 26 – 28 May; Cost:   $49 see below or $99 
Home - Alive In The Spirit 

Program - Alive In The Spirit 

Workshops - Alive In The Spirit 

The parish is discerning the cost and potential support 
for those who would like to register for this online    
Conference. If you would like to either attend as a ‘live’ 
participant or you would like access for 12 months to 
the recordings of the Conference and are willing to 
watch various keynotes and workshops with a small  
interest group at some later stage, then please contact 
Tony tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au before Friday         
13 May with an expression of interest or to gain more 
information. You can of course, register yourself as an 
individual and contribute the required cost of $99.00. 

Month of May – MARY 
Have you thought? What a woman! 
Luke’s image of Mary is a very strong one. We must      
remember that Mary was no more than a girl – probably 
14 or 15 years old. This was the usual age for young   
women to marry at that time. However, there wasn’t 
much that was normal about the previous nine months of 
her life. In the midst of all the chaos involved in giving 
birth away from home and in less than ideal                   
circumstances, she remains completely calm and 
‘treasured all these things and pondered them in her 
heart’. What an extraordinary young woman!      

Greg Sunter, Liturgy Help 
 

Our Lady of Fatima 
We will be celebrating the feast of Our 
Lady of Fatima on Friday, 13 May with 
our Cenacle held at St Mary Star of the 
Sea Church, Lake Cathie at 3.00pm. 
Cenacle includes Adoration, Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, Rosary and a reading 
from The   Marian Movement of Priest 
blue book. Please join  together in 

prayer as we ask our Mother to intercede for us for the 
needs of the world — especially for peace.  
For more information contact Rose on 0415 435 135. 
 

Liturgy of the Word with  
Holy Communion  

The annual Diocesan Clergy Retreat will be held in Lismore 
from Tuesday 17 May to Thursday 19 May. This will      
provide an opportunity for our priests to come together in 
flood damaged Lismore. As our three priests will be at-
tending, there will be no Masses held in the Parish on 
these days.  However, there will be a celebration of the 
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion in St Agnes’ 
Church on Tuesday 17 May and Thursday 18 May at   
12.05 pm.  
 

Painting of the Pastoral Office 
The internal repainting of the Pastoral Office has         
commenced. It is anticipated that this will take up to          
one month. The office will remain open.  Deb, Julia and 
Cath will still be working during this time but from the 
boardroom located in the office.  

 

Good Shepherd Appeal 

Sunday 15 May 

Good Shepherd Sunday is the day in the Easter season 
when we pay particular attention to the intimate           
relationship  between Christ and his flock. The Good  
Shepherd Sunday Appeal is held to raise funds for the  
education of our Seminarians to the Priesthood. This will 
be held next weekend and donation envelopes will be 
available.  

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=896730&
https://www.acu.edu.au/PublicLectureCfl
https://aliveinthespirit.com.au/
https://aliveinthespirit.com.au/program/
https://aliveinthespirit.com.au/workshops/
mailto:tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au


Journey Into the Catholic Faith 
When: Tuesday 10 May at 5:30pm 

Where: PAC Boardroom (next to the Parish Hall) 

All are welcome to join us for these  sessions. Coming up this 
week … The Four Last Things We often think of death as the 
end, but it’s really just the beginning of eternal life. Death, 
judgment, heaven, and hell — often called the Four Last 
Things — are both awe-inspiring and fear-inducing, yet 
countless saints testify to the profound spiritual benefit of 
contemplating the awesome mysteries that await us after 
we pass from this world. 
 

Family Groups Mass and Parish Cuppa 

The annual Family Group Mass will  be celebrated on       
Sunday, 15 May at the 9.00am Mass. This Mass provides an 
opportunity for all our family group members to come     
together for Mass.   
All parishioners are welcome to attend as following this   
special Mass  our first Parish Cuppa in over two years will be 
held on the parish grounds!! So stay after Mass and enjoy a 
cuppa and a chat and take the opportunity to meet new 
people and reconnect with old. 

 

 

Recently Deceased:   Margaret Hamill, Aileen Galea, 
Robert  Humphrey, Florence Hare, Maria Coles, Rina 
Gobbo,  Bill Harrison,  Beau Goodbar, Kevin  Mulley,  
Raymond Plumbridge. 
Anniversaries:  Nicholas O’Brien, Mary Malycha.  
Other Mass Intentions:  Noel Clarke, Delia Rodil, 
James Craig, Cyril and Eileen Bennett, Hilton Dodds, 
Mary Walklate, Beryl Thomas, Francoise Cassegrain, 
Daphne DeZilva, Hazel Stephens, donor  intentions  
masses and masses of  thanksgiving.   
Mother’s Day Intentions:  All Mothers living and   
deceased, Kathleen Woods, Susan Brooks, Bertha 
Secomb, Anna Woods, Kathleen Connelly, Beth 
Pavey. 

For Your Diary 
Human Struggle  & Hope Interfaith Event: 

An Interfaith event between the 
Port Macquarie Muslim community 
and the Port Macquarie Uniting 
Church at CSU on Tuesday 17 May 
at 6.00pm – 9.00pm. It includes a 
meal sponsored by both groups 

with Muslim and Christian speakers    exploring hope, 
meaning and the transcendent during these times. 
Registration is essential: 
office@portmacquarie.unitingchurch.org.au 
Contact Tony, Leader of Formation, for more          
information tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au.  
 

Lake Cathie Ladies Cuppa 
This is an invitation for parishioners to join us for        
a ladies cuppa and chat on Thursday 12  May at  
Caramels Cafe near Woolies, Ocean Drive Lake Cathie 
at 10.30am.  
 

St Mary Star of the Sea,  
Lake Cathie - Change of Mass Time 

A survey on changing the Mass time during the     
winter months was recently taken from parishioners 
who attend the Vigil Mass at Lake Cathie on a         
Saturday night. The most popular choice was 5.00pm. 
So from Saturday 4 June the Vigil Mass at Lake  
Cathie will be held at 5.00pm, not 6.00pm. This time 
will remain until the commencement of daylight    
saving later in the year. 
 

Qi Gong  
Qi Gong will continue on  Wednesday, in the Tenison 
Woods Centre starting at 9.00am. Cost is $5.00 per 
session. All are welcome. For more information 
please contact Judy on   0409 306 207. 
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Remember in Prayer 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priests 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Father Prodencio Bognay 
 

Pastoral Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

Parish Pastoral Council email: 
pastoral.council@stagnesparish.org.au. 

 

PAYS 
0.45% 

 

The Port Mac-
quarie office of the DIF is open 

Monday to Friday  
9.00am- 1.00pm.  

Phone Veronica or Mary for any  
enquiries on 6583 7439. 

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office: If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone  
working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us. We will listen to you respectfully, offer  

support and discuss options you have available to you. To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444  
or email: safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

General Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish  
(Please note: There are occasions when these Mass times may 

change. So ensure you read the inside of the newsletter for changes).  
Monday:  No Mass 
Tuesday:  9.30am or 11.00am  Residential aged care only       
   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church  
Wednesday:    9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel  (Sunday Mass)    
   6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  (Sunday Mass)              
Thursday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church            
  4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  (Sunday Mass) 
Friday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church 
Saturday:  6.00pm Vigil Mass St Mary  Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 
Sunday:   7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm St Agnes’ Church  
Reconciliation: Friday:  11.30am - 12 noon;   Saturday:  11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 COVID SAFETY RULES UPDATE 
 Masks are no longer mandatory, but at this stage you are still            

encouraged to wear one when attending Mass. 
 There is no density limit so no designated seating (apart from that    

reserved for those with special mobility needs). 
 Communion still cannot be distributed on the tongue.  
 It would be appreciated if you could place your envelopes and  
 donations in the collection boxes at each of the churches. 
Please continue to be mindful and respectful of each other in these times of 
change and do not attend if you are unwell or have any cold/flu-like        
symptoms. Any questions please contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming OCD, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:  Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;   Fr Paul Daily Reflections 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

Fourth Week of EASTER 
 
Thursday 12 May 
Sts Nereus and Achilleus Optional 
St Pancras                            Optional 
 
Friday 13 May 
Our Lady of Fatima           Optional 

Saturday 14 May 
St Matthias                               Feast 

5.00pm: 
R1:  Lucy Osborn 
R2:  Anne Hayek 
C:     Ginaya Yarnold 
EMHC:    Jan O’Sullivan 
 Jodie Rich 
SAC: Tony Worner 
Welcomer:  Cynthia Nosworthy 
                       Debbie Ward 
    
Tuesday 12.05pm, 17 May 
R: Volunteer             SAC:  Judy Brady 
 

Thursday 12.05pm, 19 May 
R: Sandra Hartas       SAC: Leonie Flanagan 
 

Friday 12.05pm, 20 May 
R: Toni Roach            SAC: Tony Worner 

7.30am:  
R1:  Sandy Luschwitz 
R2:  Sandy Luschwitz 
C:    Greg Grace 
EMHC:    Geoff Leary  
 Greg Grace 
SAC: Leone Flanagan 
Welcomer:  Mary O’Brien 
                       Geoff Leary 
9.00am:  
R1:    Cathy Hawtin 
P2:    Jiya Jamu 
C:      Sandra Hartas 
EMHC:           Donna Sprague 
                       Alan Wheatland 
SAC:               Sue Williams 
Welcomer:    Donna Sprague 

Roster Commencing 15 May 2022  
         Fifth Sunday of Easter   
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