
3-4 September  2022 

OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 
reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

 Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St Agnes’ Parish, 
 

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs Tess Koning to the position of Principal of St Peter’s Primary 
School, commencing 27 January 2023.  Tess is an experienced educationalist with 23 years’ leadership                
experience  and will be replacing Geoff Leary who is retiring at the end of this year. 
 

Please join me in congratulating Tess on her appointment as Principal, I ask that you keep her and her family in 
your prayers as she continues in this important leadership role in Catholic education. 
 

God bless 

 

The cost of following Jesus 
We often speak of learning from our mistakes, even though we sometimes fail to do so. Likewise, if you are    
interested in sport, you will often hear sportsmen or women speak of “taking the positives” from a contest they 
have lost, especially if it’s a narrow loss. 
 

As human beings we are naturally inquisitive and our search for meaning goes on from our earliest years until 
our dying day. We learn by trial and error, like so many great discoveries, by experimentation and reflection. 
 

Much of our knowledge comes through learning in “the school of life itself” and frequently “the school of hard 
knocks.” It is not surprising then that throughout the scriptures, we find many of the authors almost pleading 
with us to stop and reflect on what is going on both in our own lives and in the world around us. 
 

The wisdom books are particularly adept at challenging us in this way. So too does Jesus who is constantly     
asking us to look around and take note of the wonder of nature, and more importantly to look into ourselves 
and note our reactions in a variety of circumstances. The book of Wisdom itself invites us to accept the fact that 
we struggle to make sense of much of what is going on, but it also paves the way for what Jesus will teach us, 
namely that it is the spirit of God who will lead us to the truth. 
 

St Paul realised that Christ was the Wisdom of God made manifest and all his teaching reflects this                     
understanding, including the wonderful practical advice he gives to his friend Philemon about making peace 
with his former slave, Onesimus, who for some reason had run away. 
 

Jesus invites us to follow him, but he is well aware of the demands that will be made if we accept his invitation. 
It is in that context that we can better understand his almost unpalatable teaching that our families might prove 
an obstacle to us in following him. Sometimes we need to be shocked before we get the message and             
undoubtedly this has something to do with Jesus’ message about taking up the cross. 
 

Clearly, he cannot be changing his fundamental teaching that we must “love our enemies and do good to those 
who hate us”, in warning us that even the members of our families may not understand and might want to     
prevent us from giving up everything else for his sake. To reinforce his point, he offers us two very mundane 
examples – a builder preparing to build, a king preparing for battle – of calculating the pros and cons before 
making a decision. 
 

Jesus invites us to be his disciples and we are continually learning more and more about the cost of that           
discipleship. As we weigh the pros and cons in our present situations, is he asking us to make a deeper            
commitment to him today? 

Tim Buckley CSsR 
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Saint Joseph: Patron Saint of  
Fathers and Father Figures 

For many of us, the only time we think 
about St Joseph is around Christmas, 
when we put out the nativity scene or 
hear the narratives of the birth of   
Jesus. We know the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of Jesus, was chosen by 
God to be His mother. However,     
Joseph was chosen as well  ̶  chosen to 
be the earthly father of Jesus. While 
Joseph is not the biological father of 
Jesus, he accepted the responsibility of being the father 
of Jesus. In his Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde 
(“With a  Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis describes          
St  Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving     
father, an accepting father, a father who is “creatively 
courageous.” Joseph defended, protected, cared for, 
and raised Jesus. 
May all men look to St Joseph and invoke his               
intercession, whether they are fathers or father figures. 
Pope Francis wrote: 
“Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not       
become a father simply by bringing a child into the 
world, but by taking up the responsibility to care for that 
child.  
Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of 
another, in some way he becomes a father to that     
person.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At St Agnes’ Catholic Parish, we offer assistance and 
support for people considering the Catholic faith 
through our adult formation program ‘Journey into the 
Catholic Faith’. Our team is ready to guide and           
accompany enquirers with exploring the Christian faith 
in accordance with the Catholic Church’s  understanding 
and with the process of becoming a fully initiated   
member of the Catholic community. Sessions will be 
conducted weekly commencing in October. For further 
information contact the Pastoral Office on  6583 1024 or 
email pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au. 
 

Early Childhood Educators’ Day  
Wednesday 7 September is Early Childhood Educators’ 
Day, which recognises educators in early learning      
services for their wonderful contribution to the        
wellbeing and healthy development of the young      
children in their care. Congratulations and thank you to 
all our Early Education staff at St Joseph's Family        
Services, Joey's House Early Education Centre, St Agnes’ 
Early Education Centre, and St Joseph’s Preschool and 
Long Day Care. We really appreciate what you do! 

Invitation to Nominate for our  
Pastoral Renewal Team 

Are you – or someone you know – energised, committed, 
and enthusiastic about the call to renew your personal 
faith and our pastoral community in the mission to     
share God's love?  Do you possess the time and gifts in 
some of the following areas: planning, administration, 
prayerfulness, communications, community engagement 
and networking? 
Last week Fr Paul issued a Pastoral Letter to parishioners 
and friends as we begin our ‘season of renewal’. As part of 
this communication, he is inviting parishioners to express 
an interest in forming the Pastoral Renewal Team. This 
Pastoral Renewal Team will be coordinating our renewal, 
supported by the expertise of Lisa Bright and Richard 
McMahon, Synodal Consulting, our newly engaged parish 
support team. If you are interested, please contact Tony 
Worner tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au to receive a 
link to an online expression of interest form or pick up a 
hard copy from the Pastoral Office. 

Applications close on Monday 12 September  
 

Parish Vitality Survey  

Time Extension 
The closure date for the  

Lismore Diocese Parish Vitality  
Survey has been extended to  

Monday 5 September!!!  
This is a short confidential, 
anonymous and voluntary     

survey that provides you with an opportunity to have your 
say about your church, what we do well, where we can do 
better and how we can sustain, support and strengthen 
our   parish communities as we look ahead to the next five  
years. The survey is available online through the Lismore 
Diocese website, lismorediocese.org . It is also available to 
complete in hard copy from the Presbytery Office and the 
Chapels. 
We value your feedback in helping our diocese and     
parish to reflect and renew in the months and years 
ahead. A special thank you to those who have already             
responded to this survey.  
 

Confirmation Presentation Weekend 
The children who are preparing  
to receive the sacrament of   
Confirmation in September are 
to be presented to our parish 
community at all Masses next 
weekend.  Please include these 
children and their families in 
your prayers and  welcome them 
as they join with us in the       
celebration of Mass.  
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Learning about the Liturgy 
This week, before Mass, we return to our videos in learning 
more about the Mass. This week we view Episode 9 – Active 
Participation. These episodes can also be accessed online on 
the Liturgy Brisbane website at Episodes | elements 
(elementsofthecatholicmass.com) (where “notes” can also be 
found) or on YouTube Episode 9 - Active Participation - 
YouTube.   

 

Gospels for the Liturgical Year 
Recently, Garratt Publishing and the ACU Centre for Liturgy 
presented a FREE online short course, over four Tuesdays, via 
Zoom for teachers, clergy, catechists, parents, family faith  
educators, and others interested in exploring and Celebrating 
the Lectionary. Here are the links to the four sessions (or     
contact tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au to be sent the 
links directly):  

Watch Session 1, 9 August here (60 mins) 
Watch Session 2, 16 August here (66 mins) 
Watch Session 3, 23 August here (59 mins) 
Watch Session 4, 30 August here (64 mins)  
 

Spirituality in the Pub (SIP) / Spirituality 
on the Sofa (SOS) 

Wednesday 7 September August  7.30pm – 9.00pm. 

Come, and from the comfort of your own home, engage with 
Ina Mullin and Stuart Torrance as they help us explore the 
power which “deep listening” can have as a pathway to      
renewal and the prevention of social isolation. Ina is the     
Director - Engagement & Communication - of the National 
Mental Health Commission, and Stuart is the Men’s Health 
Project Coordinator of the Australian Men’s Shed Association. 

YEAR'S THEME: Being Heard ... 

TOPIC: "Being heard – Listening with the Heart" 

COST: Free. No need to register. Click here on the 
night ZOOM LINK. 

Baptism 
Please keep Charlie O’Donnell who is to be      
baptised, and his family, in your prayers as he is 
gifted with the grace of the Holy Spirit in the    
sacrament of Baptism this weekend. 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
These special sessions for children are held during  Sunday 
Masses. The next sessions will be held on the following dates 
and times : 
 Sunday 11 September at 5.00pm Mass. 
 Sunday 18 September at 9.00am Mass. 
 

Ladies Cuppa at Lake Cathie 
Ladies of the parish you are warmly invited to join the Lake 
Cathie Parish Community for a ladies morning tea at Caramels, 
Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie on Thursday, 8 September at 
10.30am. Enquiries to Jenny on 0402 814 240 
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Remember in Prayer 
Recently Deceased: John Doherty, Fay Mitchell, 
Phillip Ryan, James Chigwidden, Mary Anne Aquino. 
Anniversaries: Noel Smith, Beryl Margaret Thomas. 
Other Intentions: Christine Ponsonby, Barry,  
Monica and Luke Doyle, members of Osmond family, 
Noel Clarke, Pauline Plunkett, John and Kathleen 
Carroll, Hilton Dodds, John Haxell, Robert and Molly 
Friggens, Teresa Hickey, Jack Mooney, donor   
intentions, masses of thanksgiving. 
Father’s Day:  All fathers, living and deceased. 

 

  

Ministry of Reading  
(and Commentating) 

Thank you to those who responded 
to the invitation to participate in 
one of the options for the Readers 
and Commentators Program. Most 
who chose to do Option A Part 1 
online, have now completed this 
and have sent me a copy of their certificate. THANK 
YOU. There are several logins still available if anyone 
still wanted to pursue this option. 

 

Those who indicated the face-to-face (formation) 
Part 1 of Option B, the following dates are now 
available. You only need to attend one of these 
dates for Part 1. Each Session will be approx. 1 ¾ 
hrs. This is open to any parishioner who would like 
to learn more about the Liturgy, especially the   
Liturgy of the Word. 
Wednesday 5 October 1.00pm Parish Hall 
Friday 7 October 12.45pm (after Mass) Parish Hall 
Saturday 8 October 10.00am Tenison Woods Centre 
Wednesday 12 October 10.00am Parish Hall 
Thursday 13 October 10.30am Parish Hall 
Thursday 13 October 6.00pm Parish Hall 
Friday 14 October 10.00am (before Mass) Parish Hall 
 

Dates for the face-to-face (practical) Part 2 of both 
Option A and Option B have also been finalised. 
This session will be approx. 1.5 hrs. Again, you only 
need to attend one of these: 
Wednesday 19 October 11.00am St Agnes’ Church 
Thursday 20 October 12.45pm (after Mass)  
St Agnes’ Church 
Tuesday 25 October 10.00am St Agnes’ Church 
Wednesday 26 October 10.30am (after Mass)  
St Francis of Assisi Chapel 
Saturday 29 October 9.00am St Agnes’ Church 
Thursday 3 November 4.30pm St Agnes’ Church 

 

Please email tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au to 
receive a link to register, or you can register directly 
here. 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priests 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Father Prodencio Bognay 
 

Pastoral Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

 

PAYS 
1.05% 

 

The Port Macquarie office of the 
DIF is open Monday to Friday  

9.00am - 1.00pm.  
Phone Veronica or Mary for any  

enquiries on 6583 7439. 
All enquiries outside these hours 

phone 1800 802 516.  

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office: If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone  
working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us. We will listen to you respectfully, offer  

support and discuss options you have available to you.  
To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444 or email: safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

General Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish  
(Please note: There are occasions when these Mass times may 

change. So ensure you read the inside of the newsletter for changes).  
Monday:  No Mass. 
Tuesday:  9.30am or 11.00am  Residential aged care only       
   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church  
Wednesday:    9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel   
   6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  
Thursday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church   
  4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  
Friday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church 
Saturday:  5.00pm Vigil Mass St Mary  Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 
Sunday:   7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm St Agnes’ Church  
Reconciliation: Friday:  11.30am - 12 noon;   Saturday:  11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 COVID SAFETY RULES UPDATE 
 Masks are no longer mandatory. 
 There is no density limit so no designated seating (apart from that    

reserved for those with special mobility needs). 
 Communion still cannot be distributed on the tongue.  
 It would be appreciated if you could place your envelopes and  
 donations in the collection boxes at each of the churches. 
Please continue to be mindful and respectful of each other in these times of 
change and do not attend if you are unwell or have any cold/flu-like        
symptoms. Any questions please contact the Presbytery Office on 6583 1024. 
Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming OCD, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 
Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:  Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;   Fr Paul Daily Reflections 

 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

Twenty-third Week in  
ORDINARY TIME 

 
Thursday 8 September 
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary                                          Feast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 9 September 
St Peter Claver                  Optional 

5.00pm: 
R1:   Worner Family 
R2:   Worner Family 
C:     Tony Worner  
EMHC:    Cath Freeman 
 Sue Williams 
SAC: Sue Williams 
Welcomer:     Vanessa Denham 
 CLW:               Laura Hatherly 
                          Daniel Blackman 
 
 

Tuesday 12.05pm, 13 September 
R:  Sue Williams             SAC:  Judy Brady 
 

Thursday 12.05pm, 15 September 
R:  Vanessa Denham     SAC:  Leone Flanagan 
 

Friday 12.05pm,  16 September 
R:  Jaclyn Padden           SAC:  Sandra Hartas 

7.30am:  
R1:  Joanne Hogan 
R2:  Gai Arnold 
C:    Pat McLoughlin 
EMHC:     Denise McLoughlin 
  Sandy Luschwitz 
SAC:  Denise Smith 
Welcomer:      Mary O’Brien 
 
 

9.00am:  
R1:    Sandra Hartas 
P2:    Margaret Donnelly 
C:      Barry Johnson 
EMHC:            Maria Barros 
                        Alan Wheatland 
SAC:                Alan Wheatland 
Welcomer:    Gavin Smith 
                        Denise Puzas 

Roster Commencing 11 September 2022  
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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