
10-11 September  2022 

OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 
reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Dear parishioners and friends of St Agnes’, 
 

 
A very warm welcome to our Bishop, Bishop Greg, who is here with us in the coming week to celebrate the      
Sacrament of Confirmation being celebrated on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday night and I would ask that 
you keep the confirmation candidates and their families in your prayers.  
 

 
Since 1973 our parish has been blessed to have St Joseph’s Family Services (SJFS) as 
one of the ministries that we offer to our community. SJFS has a number of facilities 
and a number of early childhood programs that care for children in our community and 
start these children on their learning journey. 
 

To do this we have been blessed with an amazing staff. Like many other ministries 
COVID has thrown up many challenges such as staff shortages which has meant that 
our dedicated team have had to do extra and longer hours to care for the  children.  
 

I would like to extend my deep thank you and sincere appreciation for all the wonderful things that they do, and 
acknowledge each and everyone of them on their special day. 
 

 
In our Church, Safeguarding Sunday occurs at the end of National Child Protection Week. National Child            
Protection Week looks more broadly at the need for children to be protected. The theme this year is “Every child 
in every community needs a fair go”. It asks us to reflect on the support that children need to grow into            
confident and trusting adults, free from abuse of every kind.  
 

Today we pray for those who have been abused, their families and supporters. We recognise and apologise for 
the harm done by priests, religious and lay people in Church settings. We recognise that rebuilding trust and    
confidence in the Church requires constant work and vigilance. We recommit to cultural change that will help the 
Church be a place where people feel safe and supported. 
 

Our Parish and the Diocese are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and 
people at risk in our community.  
Let our  commitment be  “Never Again”.  
 

You can find out more about the Church’s work in this area at: 
 Safeguarding Sunday - Catholic Church in Australia  
 

God Bless, 

 

Welcome 

Early Educators Day - 7 September 

Safeguarding Sunday  

Year C 

https://www.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-sunday
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‘Your brother here was dead  
and has come to life;  

he was lost and is found.’ 
Todays’ Gospel message is clear: God longs for the way-
ward to return to the right path. What is not stated is 
whether the prodigal son ever did. For this is telling us 
about grace - God’s grace - given without condition, a 
generosity we are meant to imitate. By including the 
resentful older brother in this parable, Jesus clearly 
means us to try to let go of our grudges, even if it means 
a struggle. After all, forgiveness can transform people, 
even if there are no guarantees that they will be 
changed for the better. All we can be sure of is that, in 
the struggle to forgive, we will be. 
Some people may identify with the prodigal son,        
especially if they feel in need of forgiveness themselves. 
Others sympathise with the older brother, whose      
outrage mirrors what they may be feeling when they 
see innocent people suffer and guilty people let off 
lightly. This parable challenges us all. In challenging us, 
Jesus is not asking us to abandon our sense of right and 
wrong, but to allow mercy to play its part. He may be 
asking us to take an empathetic leap, to try to            
understand what it may be like for wrongdoers to     
endure the consequences of their own poor choices and 
to own up to them. We may be asked to sense       
something of their inner struggle, for many people long 
to ‘come home’ to who they really are. They may be 
looking for someone like us, someone gracious enough 
to help them take that first step. 

The Living Word 
 

Baptism 
Please keep Jari Schaeffer and Angus Millard 
who are to be baptised, and their families, in 
your prayers as they are gifted with the grace 
of the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of Baptism 
this weekend. 

 

Australian Catholic Magazine 
Please take a copy of the spring edition of the Jesuit 
publication Australian Catholic Magazine. It is full of in-
teresting articles. Some of the topics in this      edition 
include:  
1. The internet - its strengths and weaknesses. 
2. Social Media and Modern Media 
3. The Oscars—films for better future. 
 

Catholic Women’s League Meeting 
The monthly meeting for the Catholic Women’s League  
members will be held on Friday 16 September at 
1.30pm in the John Worner Centre located in  Lourdes 
Village. New members are most welcome. For further 
information please contact Irene on 0426 1840 74 or 
Helen on  6583 5391. 

Invitation to Nominate for our  
Pastoral Renewal Team 

Are you – or someone you know – energised, committed, 
and enthusiastic about the call to renew your personal 
faith and our pastoral community in the mission to     
share God's love?  Do you possess the time and gifts in 
some of the following areas: planning, administration, 
prayerfulness, communications, community engagement 
and networking? 
This is a chance for you to develop and use your gifts and 
skills to help discern, plan, and enact what is being termed 
pastoral renewal. "Renewal" means many things to many 
people. However, it's not about 'throwing the baby out 
with the bath water' but finding new ways to 
acknowledge what we already do and other ways to     
enhance it. In a morning meditation (5 September 2014), 
Pope Francis spoke about "new wine, new wineskins". 
Who is ready to acknowledge that "the Gospel is newness, 
the Gospel is feast. And one can fully live the Gospel only 
in a joyous and renewed heart".  
If you are drawn to expressing an interest in the Pastoral 
Renewal Team to work with the support of Lisa Bright and 
Richard McMahon, Synodal Consulting, our newly         
engaged parish support team, don't hesitate to get in 
touch with Tony at tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au to 
receive a link to an online expression of interest form or 
pick up a hard copy from the Pastoral Office at the      
Presbytery. You can also access the form here.  

Applications close on Monday, 12 September.  
 

Confirmation Presentation Weekend 
We welcome to Mass the children who are 
preparing  to receive the sacrament of  
Confirmation and their families. Please  
include them in your prayers.  
The Sacrament of  Confirmation will be 
held at 5.30pm on the following dates: 

Tuesday 13 September 
Wednesday 14 September 

Thursday 15 September 
 

 

 
 
At St Agnes’ Catholic Parish, we offer assistance and     
support for people considering the Catholic faith through 
our adult formation program ‘Journey into the Catholic 
Faith’. Our team is ready to guide and accompany         
enquirers with exploring the Christian faith in accordance 
with the Catholic Church’s  understanding and with the 
process of becoming a fully initiated   member of the 
Catholic community. Sessions will be conducted weekly 
commencing in October. For more information email the 
Pastoral Office pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au or 
phone on  6583 1024.                       

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
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Learning about the Liturgy 
This week, we watch and listen to Episode 10 – Who says the 
Mass is boring? Previous episodes can be accessed online on 
the Liturgy Brisbane website at Episodes | elements 
(elementsofthecatholicmass.com) (where "notes" can also be 
found) or on YouTube Episode 10 - Who says the Mass is bor-
ing - YouTube. 

 

 Adult Faith Formation 
The Diocese has just completed a 'closed' course for fifteen 
participants, Images of Jesus, through the Virtual Learning 
Community for Faith Formation (VLCFF). This was a wonderful 
opportunity for people from the parishes of Our Lady of the 
Rosary (Alstonville), St Agnes (Port Macquarie) and Macleay 
Valley (Kempsey) to interact with and learn from each other. 

 Registrations for Cycle 7 Courses with the Virtual Learning 
Community for Faith Formation (VLCFF) are now open. Close 
on 19 October (Courses begin 24 October.) 
 See Course offerings for Cycle 7. 
 The schedule for 2023 is out now. 
 Courses are five weeks in duration and cost $US50. The      
Diocese has had over 60 people access various courses over 
the last two years. 
Learn more about the VLCFF at https://vlcff.udayton.edu/
about/  or by clicking the link. 
If anyone is interested in pursuing any of the listed courses, 
don't hesitate to contact Tony Worner 
at VLCFF.LismoreDiocese@stagnesparish.org.au  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
These special sessions for children are held during  Sunday 
Masses. The last session  for this school term will be held on 
Sunday 18 September at 9.00am Mass. 
 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 
Join us to learn together to live your best 
life in love! Join us on 28-30 October at  
Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, 
NSW a stunning & tranquil oasis on the 
edge of Sydney.  

Book online at  www.wwme.org.au 
or contact Christine & Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419 
or Email: nswbookings@wwme.org.au 
 

Sacristy & Church Carers and 
Church Flower Ministries  

Thank you to our volunteers in these two ministries. Your  
efforts ensure our Church is cleaned, our sacred  vessels are 
polished, our floral arrangements are always stunning and 
appropriate to the liturgical season.   
It is time for planning the roster for 2023 to be compiled, so  if 
your contact details have changed, or you are unable to     
continue in these ministries next year please contact Eileen on 
0412 822 225 by Friday, 30 September. If you are happy to 
stay on these rosters you need do nothing. 
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Remember in Prayer 
Recently Deceased: Remy Vergano,  Margaret    
Miller, Kevin Whitney, Denise Bryl, Glenys Wortman, 
Frank Formosa. 
Anniversaries: Anne Gaul, Margaret Whitney,   
Francis Smith, Joseph Quinn, Theresa Formosa,    
Joseph Formosa, Hugh Campbell. 
Other Intentions: Jean-Claude Pinar, Christine 
Ponsonby, Noel Clarke, Pauline Plunkett, John and 
Kathleen Carroll, Hilton Dodds, Beryl Thomas, John 
Haxell, Robert and Molly Friggens, Teresa Hickey, 
Jack Mooney, Danny Sarks, John Archer, donor    
intentions, masses of thanksgiving. 
 

 

Ministry of Reading  
(and Commentating) 

Thank you to those who responded to the invitation 
to participate in one of the options for 
the Readers and    Commentators Pro-
gram. Most who chose to do Option A 
Part 1 online, have now completed 
this and have sent me a copy of their 
certificate. THANK YOU. There are sev-
eral logins still available if anyone still wanted to 
pursue this  option. 

The following dates are now available  to those who 
indicated the face-to-face (formation) Part 1 of    
Option B. You only need to attend one of these 
dates for Part 1. Each Session will be approximately 
1¾ hours. This is open to any parishioner who would 
like to learn more about the Liturgy, especially the   
Liturgy of the Word. 
Wednesday 5 October 1.00pm Parish Hall 
Friday 7 October 12.45pm (after Mass) Parish Hall 
Saturday 8 October 10.00am Tenison Woods Centre 
Wednesday 12 October 10.00am Parish Hall 
Thursday 13 October 10.30am Parish Hall 
Thursday 13 October 6.00pm Parish Hall 
Friday 14 October 10.00am (before Mass) Parish Hall 
Dates for the face-to-face (practical) Part 2  of  both 
Option A and Option B have also been finalised. 
This session will be approximately 1.5 hours. Again, 
you only need to attend one of these: 
Wednesday 19 October 11.00am St Agnes’ Church 
Thursday 20 October 12.45pm (after Mass)  
St Agnes’ Church 
Tuesday 25 October 10.00am St Agnes’ Church 
Wednesday 26 October 10.30am (after Mass)  
St Francis of Assisi Chapel 
Saturday 29 October 9.00am St Agnes’ Church 
Thursday 3 November 4.30pm St Agnes’ Church 

Please email tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au to 
receive a link to register, or you can register directly 
here. 
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mailto:VLCFF.LismoreDiocese@stagnesparish.org.au
http://www.wwme.org.au/
mailto:nswbookings@wwme.org.au
mailto:tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=H20THeu3ekWUgajPGsHo5WvKCxdm4NtOvZN7XHNtyNpUQ0NVQjcwMEZaMEE5TEJLTkpNSlpVMlc3Wi4u


Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priests 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Father Prodencio Bognay 
 

Pastoral Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

 

PAYS 
1.05% 

 

The Port Macquarie office of the 
DIF is open Monday to Friday  

9.00am - 1.00pm.  
Phone Veronica or Mary for any  

enquiries on 6583 7439. 
All enquiries outside these hours 

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office: If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone  
working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us. We will listen to you respectfully, offer  

support and discuss options you have available to you.  
To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444 or email: safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

General Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish  
(Please note: There are occasions when these Mass times may 

change. So ensure you read the inside of the newsletter for changes).  
Monday:  No Mass. 
Tuesday:  9.30am or 11.00am  Residential aged care only       
   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church  
Wednesday:    9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel   
   6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  
Thursday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Church   
  4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  
Friday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church 
Saturday:  5.00pm Vigil Mass St Mary  Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 
Sunday:   7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm St Agnes’ Church  
Reconciliation: Friday:  11.30am - 12 noon;   Saturday:  11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 COVID AWARENESS 
 Masks are no longer mandatory. 
 Communion still cannot be distributed on the tongue.  
 It would be appreciated if you could place your envelopes and  
 donations in the collection boxes at each of the churches. 
Please continue to be mindful and respectful of each other in these times of 
change and do not attend if you are unwell or have any cold/flu-like        
symptoms. Any questions please contact the  Pastoral Office on 6583 1024. 
 

Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming OCD, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 

 

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:  Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;   Fr Paul Daily Reflections 

 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

Twenty-fourth Week in  
ORDINARY TIME 

 

Monday 12 September 
The Most Holy Name of 
Mary                                            Optional 
 

Tuesday 13 September 
St John Chrysostom              Memorial 
 

Wednesday 14 September 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross     
                                                           Feast 
 

Thursday 15 September 
Our Lady of Sorrows             Memorial 
 

Friday 16 September 
Sts Cornelius and Cyprian    Memorial 
 

Saturday 17 September 
St Robert Bellarmine             Optional 

 

5.00pm: 
R1:   Sarah Jennings 
R2:   Georgina Darcy 
C:     Timo Gobius 
EMHC:     Marg Gobius 
  Donna Sprague 
SAC:  Sue Williams 
Welcomer:    Cath Freeman 
  
 
 

Tuesday 12.05pm, 20 September 
R:  Sandra Hartas           SAC:  Sue Williams 
 

Thursday 12.05pm, 22 September 
R:  Tess Koning               SAC:  Leone Flanagan 
 

Friday 12.05pm,  23 September 
R:  Thelma Morton        SAC:  Tony Worner 

7.30am:  
R1:  Sandy Luschwitz 
R2:  Gae Green 
C:    Jim O’Brien 
EMHC:     Dianne Gander 
  Cath Eichmann 
SAC:  Denise Smith 
Welcomer:      Wendy Welsh 

 

9.00am:  
R1:    Wendy Schumann 
P2:    Richard O’Brien 
C:      Judy Brady 
EMHC:            Sandra Hartas 
                        Wendy Schumann 
SAC:                Sandra Hartas 
Welcomer:    Gavin Smith 
                        Vanessa Denham 
CLW:               Tess Koning, 
                         David  Lynch 

Roster Commencing 18 September 2022  
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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