
1-2 October  2022 

OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 
reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

Faith is not measured by size 

If you happen to take a road trip in the United States, you may see an advertisement for a local tourist attraction 
that is said to be the ‘World's Largest’, for example, the world's largest Thermometer or the world's largest  
Mailbox. 
 
The world seems to have on an ongoing fascination with size; the bigger, the better. 

When the Titanic was launched, she was the largest ship afloat. Today, the largest cruise ship, the Wonder of the 
Seas, is five times the size of the Titanic, catering for almost 7,000 guests in 2,867 staterooms. Dubai famously 
boasts the world's tallest building, the Burj Khalifa, which has 163 floors. Though not the tallest or largest in the 
world, Australia can lay claim to the largest stadium, the largest mall and the tallest building in the southern    
hemisphere. Taller and larger, for some, seems to be the hallmark for excellence and achievement. 

However, size is not everything, as in today’s gospel passage when the apostles ask for their faith to ‘increase’. 
Jesus replied: “Were your faith the size of a mustard seed you could say to this mulberry tree, 'be uprooted and 
planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.” 

Given that the mustard seed was one of the smallest seeds known to farmers at that time, this would have been 
a confronting answer for the apostles to hear. Was Jesus telling them that their faith can't even be compared to 
the smallness of a mustard seed? 

Perhaps by taking Jesus literally and comparing their faith to the very small size of a mustard seed the apostles 
are missing Jesus’ meaning. Faith is not measured so much by physical size, be it large or small, but more by the 
quality of the relationship in which it is expressed ... the relationship the apostles had with Jesus and with God, 
and the quality of the relationships they had with others. 

So, just as it was for the apostles, as disciples and followers of Jesus it is the same for us today. We too are asked 
not to measure our faith by size but by the quality of our relationship with Jesus and God and the people with 
whom we meet, converse and interact each day. 

Do we have faith in God to be with us, to walk with us    
especially through the tough and difficult times in our lives, 
and to trust that God will never abandon us? Yes, we do. As 
Christians our trust in God is built around our faith. It is a 
faith we should strive to live each day with our family, 
friends and the people around us. 

Mark Chia CSsR 
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Our Priests’ Movements 

 Fr Paul will be taking some well earned annual 
leave for three weeks commencing this weekend.  

 Fr Prodencio will  return from the Philippines on  
7 October—so we will welcome him back! 

 Fr Roland will be our only priest for the week of 
3—7 October.  

Please keep all our priests in your prayers as they ‘serve’ 
our parish community.  

 

Parish Retreat SAVE the DATE 
Please find below details of a guided retreat for all our        
parishioners and family group members. If you have any  
questions please contact Leanne on the details below. 
Returning to the Simplicity of the Gospel Retreat  
WHERE :       The Francis Retreat Bonny Hills. 
WHEN:  Sunday 30 October 10.00am - 3.00pm 
COST:             FREE. Bring your own lunch.  
                        Morning Tea provided. 
Children’s program provided by St Agnes’ Parish Youth 
at no cost. 
CONTENT:  Opportunities for different types of prayer/
meditation and reflecting on the Gospel. 
RESOURCE: Living Spirituality Series 3 by Peter Mudge. 
FACILITATORS: Leanne & Shane Hyland. 
Register by calling Leanne 0421927435 or online 
https://www.trybooking.com/CCQFP 

 

Journey Into the Catholic Faith 
Tuesday 11 October at 5:30pm. St Agnes’ Parish Hall. 
All parishioners are invited to join us for this course 
which aims to explore the ‘Christian faith in its entirety 
and in its authenticity’, in accordance with the Catholic 
Church’s understanding. The sessions, which also       
incorporate the RCIA, offer support and friendships with 
like-minded people to assist in faith formation and   
spiritual growth. For more information contact the    
Pastoral Office on 6583 1024. 

 

St Agnes Parish Christmas Hampers 

Our  Christmas Hampers are again in full swing. Sponsor 
slips for families will soon  be available from the church. 
As in 2020 we will be using the ‘box A,B,C’ system.  
However, this year you will be able to add fruit and   
vegetables, meat, as well as, gift vouchers or small gifts 
for your chosen family. The boxes and  appropriate   
grocery item lists for each box, will soon be available. 
Again thank you for your generosity.                Toni Roach 
 

 ACU-Centre for Liturgy 
Public lecture “Does the Catholic Sacrament of Marriage 
have a Future?” by Professor Julie Hanlon Rubio (Jesuit 
School of Theology, Santa Clara University USA). Learn 
more here. WHEN: Monday 10 October   
TIME:  10am – 11.30am. WHERE: Via Zoom COST: $10  
REGISTRATION: Click here 

Adam Spencer 
I advise with mixed emotions that after serving our Parish 
for more than 27 years, Adam Spencer, Parish CEO, has 
resigned his position to take up the role of CEO for the 
Diocese of Lismore Catholic Schools.   
It goes without saying that Adam has been instrumental in 
the direction of the Parish and its multifaceted               
organisation of services.  However, his greatest and rarest 
gift is his leadership driven by faith.  The legacy of his  
foresight and commitment to our community will be  
sorely missed. 
Whilst saddened to see Adam leave us, I am also pleased 
that the CSO will have a strong leader to guide them 
through a challenging period of amalgamation and      
transition.  He is a passionate educator and I know Adam 
will serve his new role well. 
Adam will commence with the CSO in early 2023.  Please 

join me in congratulating him.                               Fr Paul 
  

Our Season of Renewal  
Pastoral Renewal Team and Animators 

 As mentioned last week, we have commenced a time of 
renewal for our pastoral community. The main principles 
to be followed will be strengthening: 

  Opportunities for people to encounter and          
 experience Jesus Christ more deeply, 

  Pathways to connect with and belong within our    
 pastoral community, centred in the Eucharist, as a 
 local expression of our Catholic Church, 

 Outreach and support to those beyond our pastoral 
community, sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ 
in both word and deed. 

Fr Paul, Tess Koning, Tony Worner, Lisa Bright, and      
Richard McMahon (the renewal executive) have discerned 
a team to lead us to coordinate this renewal process. The 
Members of the Pastoral Renewal Team (PRT) are Anne-
marie Murphy, Beth Flynn, Carmen Doyle, Chloe Nash, 
Debbie Rennes, Jim O'Brien, Neethu Augustine, Shane 
Hyland, and Tess, Tony, Lisa, Richard, and Fr Paul. The 
newly formed team will meet for a time of initial           
formation on Saturday, 29 October. 

The final make-up of the team combines rich gifts and 
skills, and ensures connection with youth, parents with 
smaller children, with our two largest ethnic communities, 
and across our Mass centres and Mass times. 

With the excellent support and enthusiasm for this       
initiative already shown, potential animators will receive 
more information in the coming weeks. 

Please pray for this team and our potential animators, and 
that all of us will be open to what God offers during this 
season of renewal. If you have any questions or             
suggestions or would like to support in a particular way, 
please don't hesitate to contact Tony Worner at            
tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au 
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Learning about the Liturgy 
This week, we watch and listen to Episode 13 – Music (Part 2). 
Previous episodes can be accessed online on the Liturgy     
Brisbane website at Episodes | elements 
(elementsofthecatholicmass.com) (where "notes" can also be 
found) or on YouTube Episode 13 - Music Part II - YouTube. 

 

Ministry of Reading (& Commentating) 
The first of our face-to-face (formation) sessions begin this 
week. The approximate time will be  1.75 hours. 
Wednesday 5 October 1.00 pm Parish Hall 
Friday 7 October 12.45 pm (after Mass) Parish Hall 
Dates for the face-to-face (practical) sessions, approximate 
time 1.5 hours are: 
Wednesday 19 October 11.00am St Agnes' Church 
Thursday 20 October 12.45pm (after Mass) St Agnes' Church 
Tuesday 25 October 10.00am St Agnes' Church 
Wednesday 26 October 10.30am (after Mass) St Francis of 
Assisi Chapel 
Saturday 29 October 9.00am St Agnes' Church 
Thursday 3 November 4.30 pm St Agnes' Church 
Please email tony.worner@stagnesparish.org.au to receive a 
link to register, or you can register directly here 
 

Spirituality in the Pub (SIP) / Spirituality 
on the Sofa (SOS) 

YEAR'S THEME: Being Heard ... 

Wednesday 5 October August 7.30pm – 9.00pm. 

TOPIC: "Being Heard – Strong Together" 

Join Sydney priest Michael Whelan sm and Islamic community 
advocate Amna K Hassan in a stimulating online conversation 
as they help us explore the excitement of developing stronger 
associations between different faith traditions. COST: Free.  

No need to register. Click here on the night  ZOOM LINK. 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
Registrations for Cycle 7 Courses with the Virtual Learning 
Community for Faith Formation (VLCFF) are now open. Close 
on 19 October. (Courses begin 24 October.) 

 See Course offerings for Cycle 7.  The schedule for 2023 is out 
now.  Courses are five weeks in duration and cost $US50. The 
Diocese has had over 60 people access various courses over 
the last two years. Learn more about the VLCFF at https://
vlcff.udayton.edu/about/  or by clicking the link. If anyone is 
interested in  any of the listed courses, don't hesitate to     
contact Tony at VLCFF.LismoreDiocese@stagnesparish.org.au 

 

Please join the Public Rosary   
Our nation is in great need of public prayer. 
We ask God’s merciful blessing upon Australia 
through the  powerful  intercession of his 
most Holy Mother. All  parishioners are      
invited to join in praying for our nation on  
Saturday,  15 October at 10.00am at Our Lady 

Star of the Sea Catholic Church, Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie. 
Contact Rose on 0415 435 135 for more information. 
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Remember in Prayer 
Recently Deceased:  Helen Dethlefs, Skip Fairall, 
Norm Fuller, Justine Cains, Dr Tony Simpson,  
Susan Anghag. 
Anniversaries:  Noel Clarke, Josefina Sepaya, Pam 
Saunders, Candelario Amigable Sr, Patrick  Murphy, 
Jaime Abitago Sr, Margaret Cavanagh, Fernanda   
Odrunia, Daphne Farnsworth, Rene Harriott. 
Other Intentions: Gordon Haldane, Angus Hawkes, 
Christine Ponsonby, Cyril and Eileen Bennett, John 
and Kathleen Carroll, Mary Cavanagh, Hilton Dodd, 
Beryl Thomas, Leila and  Harry Warwick, Nell 
Sweeney, Gerard Cassegrain, Noel Clarke, Pauline 
Plunkett, John Archer, donor intentions and masses 
of thanksgiving. 

 
 

End of the Season of Creation 
This Tuesday 4 October, the  Memorial of St Francis 
of  Assisi, marks the end of this year’s Season  of 
Creation, with the theme Listening to the Voice of 
Creation. As St Francis of Assisi himself prayed, 
“Praise be to you my Lord, with all your creatures”.  

 

Prayer Sponsors for HSC Students  
If you are interested in being a Prayer Sponsor for a 
Year 12 student from a St Agnes’ Parish Secondary 
School, phone the Pastoral Office on 6583 1024.  
Details (student name, exams times and prayers to 
be offered) will be sent to you before the HSC      
exams commence on  12 October. 

 

Church Volunteers Needed 
We are currently in need of volunteers in the follow-
ing two areas at each of our Sunday Masses –    
money  collections and welcoming. If you are able to 
help out with either of these ministries we would 
love to hear from you. Please contact the Pastoral 
Office or chat with Vanessa Denham after Mass. 

 

Chaplain for Mid North Coast  
Corrrectional Centre Kempsey 

We are seeking applications for a role within the   

Diocese, a Catholic Chaplain to support the Mid 
North Coast Correctional Centre in Kempsey. The 
position is 70 hours a fortnight, however part-time 
will be considered. The suitably qualified Chaplain 
will provide high quality transformational pastoral 
care and spiritual support to  inmates, their families/
carers, and staff. Access EthicalJobs.com.au - Em-
ployer Portal to obtain more information and to ap-
ply online for the role or alternatively email your 
resume to jobs@lismore.catholic.org.au or call the 
People and Capability Advisor on 02 6621 9444.  The 
closing date for this role is 23 October 2022. 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priests 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Father Prodencio Bognay 
 

Pastoral Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

 

PAYS 
1.05% 

 

The Port Macquarie office of the 
DIF is open Monday to Friday  

9.00am - 1.00pm.  
Phone Veronica or Mary for any  

enquiries on 6583 7439. 
All enquiries outside these hours 

phone 1800 802 516.  

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office: If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone  
working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us. We will listen to you respectfully, offer  

support and discuss options you have available to you.  
To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444 or email: safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

General Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish  
 

(Please note: There are occasions when these Mass times may 
change. So ensure you read the inside of the newsletter for changes).  
Monday:  No Mass. 
Tuesday:  9.30am or 11.00am  Residential aged care only       
   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church  
Wednesday:    9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel   
   6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  
Thursday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church 
   4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  
Friday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church 
Saturday:  6.00pm Vigil Mass Our Lady Star of the Sea, Lake Cathie 
Sunday:   7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church  
Reconciliation: Friday:  11.30am - 12 noon;   Saturday:  11.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 COVID AWARENESS 
 Masks are no longer mandatory. 
 Communion can be distributed on the tongue. If you are receiving  

communion on the tongue please come forward at the end of the             
communion lines.  

 It would be appreciated if you could place your envelopes and  
 donations in the collection boxes at each of the churches. 
Please continue to be mindful and respectful of each other and do not attend 
if you are unwell or have any cold/flu-like symptoms. Any questions please 
contact the  Pastoral Office on 6583 1024. 
 

Suggested Streaming of Masses 
Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming OCD, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 

 

Daily Mass on Demand  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:  Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;   Fr Paul Daily Reflections 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

Twenty-seventh Week in  
ORDINARY TIME 

 

Tuesday 4 October 
St Francis of Assisi            Memorial 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 6 October 
St Bruno                               Optional 
 

Friday 7 October 
Our Lady of the Rosary  Memorial 

5.00pm: 
R1:   Brigitte Rieger 
R2:   Suzanne Savage 
C:     Tess Koning 
EMHC:     Tess Koning 
  Sue Williams 
SAC:  Sue Williams 
Welcomer:   Kate De Bressac 
  

 

Tuesday 12.05pm, 11 October 
R:  Volunteer              SAC:  Judy Brady 
 

Thursday 12.05pm, 13 October 
R:  Sue Williams          SAC:  Leone Flanagan 
 

Friday 12.05pm,  14 October 
R:  Jaclyn Padden         SAC:  Sandra Hartas 

7.30am:  
R1:  Gai Arnold 
R2:  Robert Green 
C:    Jim O’Brien 
EMHC:    Don Bittu 
 Gae Green 
SAC: Leone Flanagan 
Welcomer:     Mary O’Brien 
 

9.00am:  
R1:    Georgina Darcy 
P2:    Cathy Hawtin 
C:       Barry Johnson 
EMHC:            Michelle Baird 
                        Alan Wheatland 
SAC:                Alan Wheatland 
Welcomer:    Gavin Smith 
                         Michelle Baird 

Roster Commencing 9 October 2022  
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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