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OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of 

God." 
 

 OUR MISSION 
           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 

reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Year A 

Dear parishioners and friends of St Agnes’ Parish, 
 

On Saturday 21 January we celebrate(d) the life of St Agnes, our  Patron Saint of our Parish. Little is known about      
Agnes who was a virgin and a martyr of Rome. There is debate about how she was killed…beheaded, burned to death 
or strangled? However, the one thing we do know is that she was a girl about the age of 12 or 13. From the 6th century 
she is portrayed as a young girl with a lamb in her arms or at her feet. As the year begins and as we celebrate her feast 
day we ask that through St Agnes’ intercession our parish continues to be blessed this year. 
 

Mindful that St Agnes was a young girl of about 12 or 13…. we welcome back all our staff and students and their        
families as the 2023 school year begins. Our parish was established in 1888 (135 years this year!!) and our educational 
ministry was established not long after that.  
 

Since that time our Primary Schools have changed and grown so that now we have: 
St Joseph’s Primary in Walters Street, St Agnes’ Primary in Boronia Street and St Peter’s Primary on Ocean Drive and 
each day over 1,391 students come into our care and are supported, taught and helped and nurtured by 94 teachers 
and 62 support staff.  
 

At the Secondary Schools level we have: 
MacKillop College on Ocean Drive, St Joseph’s Regional College at Sovereign Hills and Newman Senior Technical      
College in Boundary Street and each day over 2,550 students come into our care and are supported, taught and helped 
and nurtured by 245 teachers and 135 support staff. 
 

So, each day our Kinder to year 12 educational ministry involves around 4,000 students, 340 teachers and 197 support 
staff.  
 

The St Agnes Uniform Store in Boronia Street was established to support all of our school students and their families 
with their uniform needs. It has an online ordering facility, lay-by  facilities and more, to simply assist our families. Last 
year over 50,000 items were sold!! 
  

I would also like to  let  parishioners  know  that  St Agnes’  Parish  has a  Parish Fee Assistance Program which provides 
financial assistance to families experiencing hardship. This includes families who are dealing with long term illness and 
family bereavement. At the present time there are 345 families receiving assistance from this  program. 
 

The parish has also been blessed through the generosity of initially the Briscoe family and now others, who have made 
donations to the fund, the Kathleen Briscoe Tuition Scholarship. This scholarship provides an  opportunity for families 
who would be challenged financially with the burden of tuition fees during the secondary schooling years. If you wish 
to make a donation to this fund you can  contribute either through the parish administration office  or via the appeals 
page on our website. The internet address is: 
https://appeals.stagnesparish.org.au/kathleen-briscoe-tuition-scholarship/  
 
 

So, a big welcome back to all our school communities and  
please pray for all of them as the new school year begins. 

St Agnes 

Welcome back!!! St Agnes’ Education 

https://appeals.stagnesparish.org.au/kathleen-briscoe-tuition-scholarship/
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Baptisms 
We pray for Alexander McMillan, 
Clark McMillan, and Dominic Morris. 
Through their Baptism this weekend 
may they become children of God 
ready for their faith to guide and    
support them throughout life. We 
pray, as well, for  their families as 
they renew their Baptismal promises 
and are joined together in God’s  
loving family. 

 

Baptism Information Session 
Are you planning on having your child baptised?  

If so, then you are invited to an information session to 
be held on Wednesday, 25 January at 6.00pm in            
St Agnes’ Catholic Church. If you  have any questions, or 
are planning on attending, please contact the Pastoral 
Office on 6583 1024. 

 

Australia Day Prayer 
O God, the wonders of our vast and rugged land  

reflect your beauty, ever ancient, ever new.  
May your blessings flow upon us  

as a stream in the desert,  
and may your spirit prompt us  

to use your gifts for the good of all.  
 May God who formed our southern land  

be for us a rock of strength.  
May God who rules our southern seas  

keep us safe in every storm.  
May God who made our southern skies  

turn our darkness into light.   Amen 
 

Australia Day—26 January 
Change of Mass Time and  

Office Closures 

Australia Day is a public holiday.  
 There will be a special Mass 

for Australia Day held  on 
Thursday,  26 January  at 
9.00am in St Agnes’ Church. 
The readings for this Mass 
will be from the missal for 
Australia Day. 

 There will be NO 12.05pm 
Mass in St Agnes’ Church and 
NO 4.30pm in Christ the 
King Chapel on that Thursday. 

The following offices will also be closed on Thursday: 
 The Pastoral Office. 
 The Parish Administration Centre. 
 The Diocesan Investment Fund. 
 

Feast of St Agnes and Launch of the 
Parish Value for 2023 

This weekend at the three Masses in St Agnes’ Church, the 
value for 2023 will be launched:  

 

Courageous Stewardship 

 

The Parish Vision, Mission and Values booklet, which can 
be accessed here or downloaded from our website, says of 
Courageous Stewardship: 
At St Agnes' Catholic Parish we take responsibility for all 
that has been entrusted to us by those who came before 
us and seek to preserve and enhance it for the benefit of 
those who will come after us. We are committed to using 
and developing our resources in responsible, productive 
and sustainable ways that bring justice to Christ's people 
and planet.  

'Each of you should use whatever gift you have received  
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace  

in its various forms.' (Peter 4:10)  
Our attitudes and behaviours:  
• We dedicate our time, talents and wealth to the service 
of Christ and seek always to be the best stewards of God's 
gifts. 
• We use resources efficiently to achieve positive            
outcomes for our community and value the trust placed in 
us to do so effectively.  
• We implement sustainable practices to protect our      
natural environment.  
• We aspire to the highest standard of accountability,  
comply with Canon and Civil law, meet high ethical     
standards, and ensure appropriate safeguarding policies 
and protocols are in place and followed.  
• We acknowledge the impact volunteer services and gifts-
in-kind have on our financial stewardship.  
• We are courageous in our pursuit of equality, freedom, 
fairness, and justice for all. 
 

Prayer to St Agnes  
O lovely St Agnes,  

spotless lamb of Christ, 
you glorified God  

in fidelity and purity, 
and in your love for Christ  

you persevered, 
even unto a martyr’s death, 

and gained the  
crown of eternal life. 

By your constant prayers, 
protect us from every danger  

on our pilgrimage of faith  
and intercede for us in all 

of our needs and trials. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

http://www.stagnesparish.org.au
https://stagnesparish.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Values-Booklet_December_2020_FINAL.pdf


Season of Renewal Update 
The Pastoral Renewal Team (PRT) met for its monthly meeting 
this past week. Two sessions of questions and sharing of     
energy and ideas about growing Renewal Groups during Lent 
were also organised for those interested. Information from all 
gatherings will be provided next week. 
If anyone could not attend the information sessions and 
would like to be part of a group during Lent as a leader, host, 
animator, or participant or would like to receive further 
communication about other opportunities, please contact 
the Pastoral Office on 6583 1024. 
Please continue to pray for our Pastoral Community in this 
Season of Renewal. 

 

Reflection  
Discipleship is not something that 
we take upon ourselves. We are 
called to it. Some people are very 
conscious of this call. They are 
aware of it in their aspirations and 
dreams; they recognise it in the 
events of their lives. They hear the 
call as clearly as Simon, Andrew, 
James and John heard the voice of  
Jesus. For others, the call to              
discipleship is not so clear. They 
may experience an undefined    
restlessness, a dissatisfaction with 
their lives. People can respond to 
the call in one of two ways. They 
can consider the mere suggestion 
of discipleship an intrusion into 
their plans, or they can drop what 
they are doing, leave their former   
concerns behind and follow Jesus. 

There is a misunderstanding about being called and leaving 
everything behind. Although the gospel says that the four 
men left their occupation of fishing in order to follow Jesus, 
this kind of ‘leaving behind’ was not, and still is not, required 
of all, for it is in the ordinary events of life that our salvation 
unfolds. For most people, this is precisely where they are to 
function as disciples. Still, disciples of Jesus are called to leave 
behind certain ways of living as they follow him. They are 
called away from lives of pettiness and division. They are 
called away from the kind of factionalism that seems to have 
threatened the unity of the Corinthian community. They are 
called away from narrow-mindedness and mean-spirited  
competition. It is much easier to leave nets than to leave the 
web of one’s prejudices.        Dianne Bergant, CSA Liturgy Help 

 

  Filipino Mass 

The Filipino Mass for the month of January will be held on 
Sunday,  22 January at 11.30am in St Agnes’ Church.  
All parishioners are invited to attend this special  
monthly Mass. 

 

 PARISH NEWS       St AGNES’ CATHOLIC CHURCH | PORT MACQUARIE 

Remember in Prayer 
Recently Deceased:  Grey Fingleton, Jennifer Smith, 
Gerald Marshall, Gregory Donnelly,  Clare Reeves. 
Anniversaries:  Fr Leo Donnelly,  Jeffrey Condron,  
Edward Levy, Christopher Levy, Lil Murray, Nola 
Hemsley,  Minnie Downes. 
Other Intentions: Kath Coghlin, Huntley O’Connor, 
Patrick O’Connor, Hilton Dodds, Nora Downes    
Roberts, Beryl Thomas, Stan Condon, masses of 
thanksgiving and donor intentions. 

 

 
Emmaus Village Project update 

Throughout December, a number of concrete pours 
resulted in the completion of all foundations for the 
Community  Centre, which will include a café, a 
wellness centre with   beauty and massage, arts and 
crafts, a music room, cinema, GP clinic and more. 
Demolition was also completed on the Emmaus 
chapel in preparation for the construction of an    
extended Emmaus Chapel. Early in the project’s 
construction a time lapse camera was installed to 
record the progress of the project to date. You can 
view this at: https://sacal.org.au/our-plans-for-the-
future/ 

 

St Agnes’ Gift Shop 
Open Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 4.30pm. Located 
in the Pastoral Office beside the church at 47 Hay 
Street. Cash only. 

2023 Columban Calendar a beautiful gift. Cost is  

$10.00. 

Liturgical Books: For anyone who ordered an  

Ordo or Daily Mass book for 2023 these are now 
available. The cost is $20.00.  

God’s Word Daily Reflections Diary: $25.00. 

Daily Gospel reading and a beautiful daily reflection. 

Religious Gifts: Sunday and Daily Missals,            

Sacramental gifts and books. As well as a wide range 
of cards for all occasions. 

 

St Joseph’s Church Coraki  
Centenary 

All are invited to St Joseph’s 
Church, Coraki centenary       
celebrations.  Mass will be     
celebrated at 9.15am in the 
Church followed by a morning 
tea at St Joseph’s Catholic      
Primary School located next 
door. If you will be attending 
please call the Coraki Parish 
office on 6683 2051. 

Celebrating the 100 Year Journey! 

https://sacal.org.au/our-plans-for-the-future/
https://sacal.org.au/our-plans-for-the-future/


Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priests 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Father Prodencio Bognay 
 

Pastoral Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

 

PAYS 
2.60% 

 

The Port Macquarie office of the 
DIF is open Monday to Friday  

9.00am - 1.00pm.  
Phone Veronica or Mary for any  

enquiries on 6583 7439. 
All enquiries outside these hours 

phone 1800 802 516.  

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office: If you or a person close to you has been abused by    
someone working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us.  

We will listen to you respectfully, offer support and discuss options you have available to you.  
To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444 or email:  

safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

General Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish  
(Please note: There are occasions when these Mass times may 

change. So ensure you read the inside of the newsletter for changes).  
Monday:  No Mass. 
Tuesday:  9.30am or 11.00am  Residential aged care only       
   12.05pm  St Agnes’ Catholic Church  
Wednesday:    9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel   
   6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  
Thursday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church 
   4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  
Friday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church 
Saturday:  6.00pm Star of the Sea, Church, Lake Cathie 
Sunday:   7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church  
Reconciliation: Friday:  11.30am - 12 noon;   Saturday:  11.30am - 12.30pm 

  

COVID AWARENESS 
Please continue to be mindful and respectful of each other and do not attend 
if you are unwell or have any cold/flu-like symptoms. Any questions please 
contact the  Pastoral Office on 6583 1024. 

 
Suggested Streaming of Masses 

Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming OCD, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 

 
Daily Mass on Demand  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:  Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;   Fr Paul Daily Reflections 
 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

ORDINARY TIME 3 
 

Tuesday 24 January 
St Francis de Sales         Memorial 
 
Wednesday 25 January 
The Conversion of St Paul   Feast 
 
Thursday 26 January 
Australia Day 
 
Friday 27 January 
St Angela Merici                Optional 

St Timothy and Titus        Optional 

Saturday 28 January 
St Thomas Aquinas        Memorial 
 

Roster Commencing 29 January 2023 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7.30am:  
R1:   Gai Arnold 
R2:  Gai Arnold 
C:     Brian Tierney 
EMHC:     Greg Grace 
  Rebecca Cameron 
SAC:  Vanessa Denham 
Welcomer:   Wendy Welsh 
                         Michelle Lawler 
 
9.00am:  
R1:    Margaret Donnelly 
P2:    Donna Sprague 
C:      Barry Johnson 
EMHC:            Michelle Baird 
                         Wendy Schumann 
SAC:                Sandra Hartas 
Welcomer:    Gavin Smith 
   Michelle Baird 
                         

5.00pm: 
R1:   Laura Hatherly 
R2:   Naomi White 
C:     Sarah Jennings 
EMHC:      Debbie Rennes 
   Brigitte Rieger 
SAC:   Vanessa Denham 
Welcomer:    Kate de Bressac 
  
 
Tuesday 12.05pm, 31 January 
R:  Volunteer           SAC:  Sue Williams 
 
Thursday 12.05pm, 2 February 
R:  Volunteer           SAC:  Judy Brady 
 
Friday 12.05pm,  3 February 
R:  Thelma Morton SAC:  Sandra Hartas 

mailto:pastoral.council@stagnesparish.org.au
mailto:safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCI08vfeTq-fQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYh21cIoLLEYJHHOL9uja-A
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-francis-de-sales/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/the-conversion-of-saint-paul-the-apostle/
https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-year/january-27-saint-angela-merici-virgin/
https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-year/january-26-saints-timothy-and-titus-bishops/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-thomas-aquinas/

