
                   8 January 2023 

OUR VISION 
         "Everything is to be oriented towards the praise and glory of God." 

 
 OUR MISSION 

           The St Agnes' Parish Community strives to make our Vision a 
reality by a commitment to: 

 holiness in the image of Christ.  

 proclaim the good news of 
salvation. 

 minister within the faith community.  

 the service of all, particularly those  
  in need. 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Year A 

Feast of the Epiphany 
 

Recently some Christian scientists got to work trying to explain the star that led the wise men to Bethlehem. 
They came up with a complicated, and no doubt plausible, astronomical theory about how a certain brilliant 
star may have appeared around the time of the birth of Jesus. Though I was intrigued by their methods, I 
wondered why they bothered. Matthew's wandering star is not about astronomy. It's religious shorthand for 
describing how the heavens preside over and guide the events of the world. The image of a star is used in 
similar ways in the Books of Deuteronomy, Numbers, Isaiah and the Psalms. This entire feast is all about sym-
bols, not science. Reported by Hippolytus as early as the third century, it is celebrated twelve days after 
Christmas, the number itself echoing God's goodness in creating and recreating us. 
 

The wise men's star is on a par with the other images Matthew uses. At the centre of each of the first three     
chapters of his Gospel there is an extraordinary event. In chapter one Joseph hears the message of an angel 
in a dream. In chapter two the wise men find Jesus by following a star. And by chapter three the heavens 
open and God speaks at the baptism of the Lord. By any standards that's quite an opening to a biography! 
It's all about the manifestation, or epiphany, of God's glory in the world.  
 

And let's look carefully at where and for whom this glory is revealed. The first instance is to Joseph while 
he's in bed asleep. The second is to gentile astrologers who, by reporting their news to Herod, set up an im-
mediate threat to Jesus. The third instance is to all those Jews who were coming to hear John the Baptist. 
Within three chapters of Matthew's Gospel the circles of God's glory revealed in Jesus become more public 
and change lives. The lives of Joseph, the star gazers, John the Baptist and those who heard Jesus preach 
will never be the same again.  
 

The Feast of the Epiphany is not an ancient version of Halley's comet. It is about how God's glory changes 
human hearts. T.S. Eliot got this point in his poem ‘The journey of the Magi’.  
 

‘Birth or death? There was a Birth, certainly, 
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,  
But had thought they were different; this Birth was  
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.  
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,  
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,  
With an alien people clutching their gods.  
I should be glad of another death.’  
 

And so may this feast change our hearts and enable us to die to self so as to be born to God's glory that can 
and does shine through us. And may we remember that this epiphany is not meant for us alone, but that we 
are called to go public with it and demonstrate our belief in today's feast by the way we live, the world we 
help create, and the one we strive to recreate.  
 

Richard Leonard 

Liturgy Help 
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A Prayer for the New Year  
The great thing about walking with God in life is 
that there is always opportunity to start anew.  

God always offers us a new day and a new dawn.  

At the start of the New Year, why not take a 

 moment to thank him for last year,  

ask forgiveness where you have failed,  

and commit this New Year to Him.  

Lord, you make all things new.  

You bring hope alive in our hearts  

and cause our spirits to be born again.  

Thank you for this New Year. 

 For all the potential it holds.  

Come and kindle us, a mighty flame.  

So that in our time,  

many will see the wonders of God  

and live forever to praise your glorious name.  

Amen. 
 

Reflection on the  
Baptism of the Lord - 9 January 

The baptism of Jesus inaugurates his ministry as the 
anointed one of God. The passage from Isaiah indicates 
the kind of messiah he will be. He will not exercise harsh 
justice, nor will he wield the sword of vengeance on the 
battlefield. He will be a servant, who, though mighty is 
gentle; one chosen by God, yet committed to the needy 
and the marginal; the Son of God who attends to the 
least within the community. The messiah of God may 
have come from an insignificant village like Nazareth, 
but he was anointed with the Holy Spirit and with    
power. The messiah of God does not conform to the 
expectations of a proud and self-absorbed society. Filled 
with the Spirit of God, he acts out of a gentle,           
compassionate spirit. 
For whom did the messiah of God come? For those 
whom society discarded. He came for people who are 
broken and suffering, for those who are blind or         
imprisoned. He came for people who are so easily 
pushed to the margins – the homeless, the unemployed, 
the abandoned children, the helpless elderly, the     
mentally and chronically ill. He also came to people 
who, like Cornelius, do not belong to our inner circles, 
people who threaten us, people we might actually    
despise. He came for the strangers 
among us, those who have    
different cultural customs, those 
who worship in different ways. He 
came for people we have pushed 
out as well as for those we have 
refused to let in. The messiah of 
God came for all people without 
distinction. 
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Church in Australia mourns death of 
Pope Benedict XVI 

Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB says 
Pope Benedict XVI will long be remembered 
fondly in Australia as the Pontiff who led 
young people from around the globe in 
prayer at World Youth Day in Sydney in 
2008. 

Pope Benedict, born Joseph Ratzinger, led 
the Church from April 2005 until February 

2013, becoming the first Pope in centuries to resign. He 
had earlier served as head of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, one of the Vatican’s most influential 
departments, for more than two decades. 

Pope Benedict died in Rome, where he had lived since his 
papal retirement, on Saturday evening, Australian time. 

“From his time as an expert adviser – or peritus – at the 
Second Vatican Council onwards, there was no question 
that Joseph Ratzinger was a major figure within the 
Church around the world,” said Archbishop Costelloe, 
president of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. 

“His papacy will be remembered as one of rich teaching, 
including his encyclicals on love, hope and truth, as well as 
his book series Jesus of Nazareth, and for important     
reforms in areas like liturgy and in the handling of child 
sexual abuse.” 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, the bishop who oversaw 
World Youth Day in 2008, said Pope Benedict had been a 
key influence and someone with whom he became close. 

“I had the great privilege of spending some private       
moments with Pope Benedict, away from the spotlight,” 
Archbishop Fisher said. 

“They were moments I will forever cherish. He had a great 
intellect, which he shared through his work as a professor, 
a Church leader and ultimately as Pope.  

“He did not seek nor enjoy the spotlight, but he produced 
some magnificent works that have shaped and will       
continue to shape Catholic thought and Catholic life.” 

Archbishop Fisher said he was very grateful to spend 
some time with Pope Benedict during his visits to Rome.  

“Reminiscing about his time in Australia and learning from 
this gentle father figure was a real joy,” he said. 

Archbishop Costelloe said parishes around the country 
will hold special memorial Masses for Pope Benedict in 
the coming days, encouraging those wishing to attend to 
visit local church and cathedral websites for more         
information. 

“These Masses will be a chance to celebrate the life and 
faith of Pope Benedict, but also to pray for the repose of 
his soul – just as we do for anyone who has died,” he said. 

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
 

Biography 
A biography of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI is available on 
the Vatican website at https://www.vatican.va/content/
benedict-xvi/en/biography.index.html   
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2023 – Our Opportunity to Renew! 
As we begin a new year, we have a great opportunity to      
renew both our hope and our focus for 2023 and invite friends 
and colleagues to engage in renewal. In Advent, many of us 
have already experienced a taste of this renewal through   
participation in our Advent groups and the reflection booklet 
‘The Heart of the Disciple’. We are going to multiply our small 
groups during Lent with a special resource entitled “Living 
Hope” created especially for our  Season of Renewal.  

The Season of Renewal is a time to honour and build on the 
good work of so many faithful stewards both past and         
present. Through this renewal we seek to strengthen:   

  Opportunities for people to encounter and experience 
 Jesus Christ more deeply   

      Pathways to connect with and belong within our  

 pastoral community 

 Outreach and support to those beyond our pastoral 
community.   

This time of renewal depends on each of us, no matter the 
role we take on during the process, because God is calling us 
to renew our hearts, renew our hope, and renew our joy.   

To begin our preparation, you are invited to gather to bring 
your questions, and share your energy and ideas around how 
we can grow our Renewal Groups during Lent, particularly 
suggestions around approaches to engage the different 
groups within our pastoral community. 

There will be two sessions held on Wednesday 18 January in 
the Parish hall.  
 10.00am – 11.30am   
 7.00pm –  8.30pm  
If you will be attending please contact the Pastoral Office on 
6583 1024. 

Please continue to pray for our Pastoral Community in this 

Season of Renewal. 
 

Family Groups - ‘A Family for All’ 
Family Groups operate under the guidelines of 
the Passionist Family Group movement.     
Members are single, couples and families with 
no age range. Groups promote  community  
spirit with shared social outings enabling   
members to gradually get to know each other, 
this leads to building bonds and caring for and   
supporting each other in times of  celebration 
or need. They don’t need to cut across existing friendship 
groups, but add a new dimension to parish life. Contact the 
Pastoral Office on  6583 1024 for more information. 
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Remember in Prayer 
Recently Deceased: Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI,   
Gregory Donnelly, Anthony Hugh Martin, Eva Kolk, 
Rita Riley, Mort  Edmiston, Basilio Angam,  Reginald 
Stewart, John Dorrington, Eileen Brown, Margaret 
Brown, Zilla Tonks,  Bert Sainsbury, Dulcie Perkins, 
Honor Morcom. 
Anniversaries:  Emmanual Bayada, Mariva Chub, 
Aida Gregg, Stan Condon. 
Other Intentions: Greg Donnelly, Stephen Byrnes, 
Hilton Dodds, Minnie Downes, Nora Downes  
Roberts, Beryl Thomas, Stan Condon, masses of 
thanksgiving and donor intentions. 

 

 
Baptism 

We pray for Etta Johnson as she is    
gifted with the grace of the Holy Spirit 
in the sacrament of Baptism. We pray, 
as well, for  Etta’s  family as they      
renew their Baptismal promises and 
are joined together in God’s loving 
family. 

 

Communication Reminder 
1. Have we got your correct email, address, and 
phone details? If you think we need to have these 
updated, don't hesitate to contact the Pastoral 
Office on email pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
or phone  6583 1024 to update.  
2. Tony Worner, Leader of Formation, sends  weekly 
'resources email' with information and reflections to 
nourish your faith and spirituality. If you don't     
receive this and would like to, please email           
tony.worner@stganesparish.org.au  
3. In supplementing the weekend Parish News, the 
Parish sends out an eNews each week with           
information on what is happening across Parish. If 
you don't receive this and would like to, please   
email communications@stagnesparish.org.au or 
phone 6588 7444. 
 

St Agnes’ Gift Shop 
Open Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 4.30pm. Located 
in the Pastoral Office beside the church. Cash only. 

2023 Columban Calendar a beautiful gift. Cost is  

$10.00. 

Liturgical Books: For anyone who ordered an  

Ordo or Daily Mass book for 2023 these are now 
available. The cost is $20.00.  

God’s Word Daily Reflections Diary: $25.00. 

Daily Gospel reading and a beautiful daily reflection. 

Religious Gifts: Sunday and Daily Missals,            

Sacramental gifts and books. A wide range of cards 
for all occasions. 

A participant in the recent Parish Advent program  
expressed gratitude saying they were  

‘grateful for gatherings like this to connect with  
like-minded people,  

especially during busy/stressful times’  
So with this feedback in mind we ask you to consider  

being part of a Lenten reflection group. 
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Parish Priest 
Father Paul Gooley 
 

Assistant Priests 
Father Roland Agrisola 
Father Prodencio Bognay 
 

Pastoral Office 
47 Hay Street: PO Box 23  
Port Macquarie 2444 
T (02) 6583 1024  

E pastoraloffice@stagnesparish.org.au 
Web: www.stagnesparish.org.au 
 

Office Hours:   
8.30am - 4.30pm  
Monday to Friday 
 

 

PAYS 
2.60% 

 

The Port Macquarie office of the 
DIF is open Monday to Friday  

9.00am - 1.00pm.  
Phone Veronica or Mary for any  

enquiries on 6583 7439. 
All enquiries outside these hours 

phone 1800 802 516.  

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office: If you or a person close to you has been abused by    
someone working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us.  

We will listen to you respectfully, offer support and discuss options you have available to you.  
To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444 or email:  

safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au 

www.stagnesparish.org.au 

General Mass Times in St Agnes’ Catholic Parish  
(Please note: There are occasions when these Mass times may 

change. So ensure you read the inside of the newsletter for changes).  
Monday:  No Mass. 
Tuesday:  9.30am or 11.00am  Residential aged care only       
   12.05pm  St Agnes’ Catholic Church  
Wednesday:    9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel   
   6.00pm St Bernard’s Church  
Thursday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church 
   4.30pm Christ the King Chapel  
Friday:   12.05pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church 
Saturday:  6.00pm Star of the Sea, Church, Lake Cathie 
Sunday:   7.30am, 9.00am, 5.00pm St Agnes’ Catholic Church  
Reconciliation: Friday:  11.30am - 12 noon;   Saturday:  11.30am - 12.30pm 

  

COVID AWARENESS 
Please continue to be mindful and respectful of each other and do not attend 
if you are unwell or have any cold/flu-like symptoms. Any questions please 
contact the  Pastoral Office on 6583 1024. 

 
Suggested Streaming of Masses 

Sunday 9.00am - Bishop Greg Homeming OCD, Lismore. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxOjNyku4JCIO8vfeTq-fQ 

 
Daily Mass on Demand  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 
Mass for you at Home: Sunday 6.00am streamed on Channel 10. 
Reflections:  Lismore Diocese YouTube Channel;   Fr Paul Daily Reflections 
 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

 

ORDINARY TIME 1 
 

Monday 9 January 
The Baptism of the Lord     Feast 
 
Friday 13 January 
St Hilary                              Optional 
 
 

Roster Commencing 15 January 2023 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7.30am:  
R1:   Saidee Talty 
R2:  Shane Talty 
C:    Pat McLoughlin 
EMHC:     Denise McLoughlin 
  Diane Gander 
SAC:  Sandra Hartas 
Welcomer:   Volunteer 
 
 
9.00am:  
R1:    Wayne Evans 
P2:    Wayne Evans 
C:      Alan Wheatland 
EMHC:            Barry Johnson 
                         Judy Brady 
SAC:                 Judy Brady 
Welcomer:    Gavin Smith 
                         
                         

5.00pm: 
R1:   Lucy Ryan 
R2:   Georgia Ryan 
C:     Suzanne Savage 
EMHC:      Jason Gill 
   Jan O’Sullivan 
SAC:   Sue Williams 
Welcomer:    Paul Barron 
  
 
Tuesday 12.05pm, 17 January 
R:  Tess Koning         SAC:    Sue Williams 
 
Thursday 12.05pm, 19 January 
R:  Volunteer             SAC:   Sandra Hartas 
 
Friday 12.05pm,  20 January 
R:  Toni Roach          SAC:  Sandra Hartas 
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